done to his friend. And the spiritual counsel he offered was hardly likely to influence Boniface. Unfortunately, Augustine's chief concern was about the violation of his vow of continence, and so the main point of his letter is to induce Boniface either to abandon his wife and retire to a monastery or to secure her consent to the renewal of his vow.
Boniface had more practical friends at court, and these found an opportunity of bringing Placidia to a more reasonable attitude during the absence of Aetius from Ravenna. Count Darius was sent on a pacific message to Boniface. They met at Carthage, and the production of the letters of the intriguer at once removed the cause of the estrangement.1 Explanations were speedily given and accepted, and the count returned to the allegiance of the empress. But. when Boniface turned to reason with his Vandal ' allies,' he found that he had delivered Africa int fatal clutches.
Gonderic had  died,   or   had   been
1 Ilat/IVhl quite gratuitously grants Augustine tli woiu'ilialion.. When he tic at length find a trusty messenger he can 01 write a letter which must have conveyed ncitl1 light nor consolation to the unfortunate coin He frankly confesses that he has no ' seenurs at  Rome in 425,  and  '
